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WATERWAYs
Control of Missouri River Flooding debated

The “Missouri River Compromise” article that ap-
peared in the last issue of  “Waterways”, laid out 
the perspective of  Robert K. Schneiders on con-
trollin  oodin  alon  the Missouri River.  Mr. 

Schneiders suggestions did not sit well with Tom Waters who 
is the chairman of  the Missouri Levee and Drainage District 
Association.   I invited Mr. Waters to submit his own thoughts 
on the issue.  They are shown below.
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Iowa Supreme Court hears 
Calhoun Railroad Case
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Waterways is a quarterly publication of the Iowa 
Drainage District Association.  Comments can be 

directed to the association at:

Iowa Drainage District Association
www.iowadrainage.org

3775 EP True Parkway, #124
West Des Moines, Ia. 50265

515/221-1961 (phone)
515/225-1504 (fax)
515/707-7451 (cell)

jtorbertidda@mchsi.com

“Working for the mutual protection and benefit of 
Iowa Drainage Districts”

President  Harlan Hansen
 Humboldt County Supervisor

Vice-President Myron Amdahl
 Wright County Supervisor

Board Members Paul Beneke
 Pocahontas County Supervisor
 Ken Chalstrom
 Clay County Supervisor 
                        Phil Condon
 Webster County Supervisor
 Don McGregor
 Kossuth County Supervisor
 Ron Smith
 Emmet County Supervisor

Staff John T. Torbert, CAE, 
 Executive Director

CREP Field Specialists – Dennis Barrick, Jay Lynch, Lannie Miller, 
Bob Powers, Eddie Peterson, Ike Petersen and Mark Sandvik.  
Engineering support–Don Peterson.(CREP field specialists and 
engineering support personnel work for IDDA under a contract 
administered by IDALS).  
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Iowa/Minnesota/South Dakota 
Drainage Research Forum Announced
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70 years of  data  
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Ag Drainage blamed for 
lake pollution in Minnesota
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7:45 a.m.  Registration Opens

8:30 a.m. IDDA Annual Business Meeting

9:00 a.m.  Mr. Dean Lemke, Natural Resources Engineer Supervisor, Iowa Dept. of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship: “Iowa’s Strategy to Reduce Nutrients to 
Water and the Impact on Drainage Districts”

 

9:45 a.m. Mr. Kevin Griggs, Griggs Environmental Strategies: “The Iowa Agricultural 
Mitigation Bank”

10:20 a.m. Ms. Jamie Ridgely, Vice-President, Planning and Projects, Agren, Inc.: “The 
Raccoon River Master Plan”

11:00 a.m. Dr. Matt Helmers, Iowa State University: “Bio-mass Production Impacts on 
Water Flow and Nitrate Loss”

11:40 a.m. Sponsor Presentations

12:15 p.m. Buffet lunch

1:00 p.m. Mr. Chuck Gipp, Deputy Director, Iowa Department of Natural resources: 
“Managing Change at the Iowa DNR”

1:45 p.m. Adjourn

Annual Conference
December 2, 2011
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Name ________________________________________________________________________________

County/Company _______________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________  E-mail ________________________________________

Annual Conference
December 2, 2011

Registration Form

Please use one registration form for each person 
attending.  Pre-registration cost is $40. On-
site registration will be $50.  Registration fee 
includes morning coffee & rolls, noon meal, all 
conference handouts and conference gift item.  
Speakers and some sponsors are exempt from 
the registration fee.  On-site registration will also 
be available. Registration refund requests must 
be in writing.  

Send check, warrant or money order to:
 IDDA
 c/o TP Anderson Company
 P.O. Box 509
 Humboldt, IA 50548
Questions – Contact IDDA Executive Director 
John Torbert at 515/221-1961 or jtorbertidda@
mchsi.com.

Please return registration form no later than 
Monday, Nov. 28, (if possible) for purposes of 
meal count. Refund requests must be in writing.

CUT HERE

Professional 
Application of 

Right-of-way Industrial 
and Aquatic Brush and 
Weed Control Products

DON REFFER

P.O. Box 641 Telephone
1108 230th Street Offi ce: (515) 295-4114
Algona, IA 50511  Toll-free: (888) 860-0040



6

Iowa CREP celebrates 10 years

Unattributed Wisdom
“Good habits should be cultivated; bad 

ones plowed under.”

Executive Director Notes
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Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey hosts the 
CREP celebration.  
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New Buffer type shows promise
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Tests in three states 
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Treats Drainage Water 
T           -

        
          

        
      T  

         
          

           
          

             
        

   T     -
         

           
          

         
           

           
Source – Iowa Farm Bureau Federation.

Agenda
IDDA Business Meeting

December 2, 2011
8:30 am

  Call to order

  Introduction of IDDA board and staff

  Remarks by President Harlan Hansen, 
 Humboldt County Supervisor

  Approval of 2012 Legislative Objectives 

  Nominating committee report  - Phil Condon,  
 Webster County Supervisor

  Remarks by Executive Director John Torbert 

  Adjourn to IDDA annual meeting
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FSA adopts new position on drainage ditch 
maintenance in CRP buffers–local committees to decide


