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tions are participating in these projects.
Nine Urban Conservation Water Quality Initiative Demonstration Projects have also been funded. The state has
awarded $655,194 in funding and partners and landowners
participating in the projects will provide $2.43 million to support urban conservation efforts.

Legislative Report
The 2015 session of the Iowa legislature has come and
gone and once again, IDDA had a successful year. IDDA’s
main legislative request this year, other than funding issues, was HF 529. An explanation of the bill is below.
HF 529 - Explanation
Division I: This division makes clarifying changes to the
notice provisions applicable to a merger of districts. We
passed the merger language last year. The bill clarifies that
the notice provisions for a merger are the same as for the
creation of a drainage districts. These notice provisions
are in Iowa Code section 468.14 through 18.
Division II: This division addresses hearing, notice
and competitive bidding for repairs and improvements in
drainage and levee districts. Last year, we passed language to adopt the competitive bid threshold and procedures in Iowa Code chapter 26. The language in Division
II reestablishes the bidding procedures that districts had
been complying with but incorporates the competitive bid
threshold established in Iowa Code section 314.1B which
is the same threshold as we passed last year. The bill also
establishes notice and hearing requirements for expenditures over $50,000 (publication notice and hearing) and
over the competitive bid threshold (full notice 468.14-18
and a competitive bid).
Division III: This division addresses elections in
districts managed by elected trustees. There is a developing issue of not being able to find judges of election for
the trustee elections under the current statute. The bill
expands the eligibility of judges of election to include a
trustee appointed individuals that is an eligible elector in
the county.

Hansen retires, leaves county government
and IDDA board; Dencklau elected President

WOTUS rule to take effect on August
28, meets barrage of lawsuits

Harlan Hansen, IDDA President and long time member of
the county board of supervisors in Humboldt County, retired
effective June 30th. Hansen had been a member of the Humboldt board since 1995 and had served as President of IDDA
since 2008. He had been elected to a four-year term in 2014
but decided to retire when he and his wife received some
unexpected interest in their rural property in the Rutland area.
He and his wife, Virginia decided to relocate to Marcus, Iowa
to be closer to their children and grandchildren.
Keith Dencklau, Webster County supervisor who had been
serving as IDDA vice-president was elected President for the
remainder of 2015 at an IDDA board meeting in early June.
The board also appointed Jerry Haverly, Humboldt County
supervisor to fill out the remainder of Harlan’s term. Haverly
was also elected as Vice-President of IDDA.
The IDDA board of directors has undergone significant
change in very short period of time. Three members from
the 2014 board did not win their re-election bids and were
replaced at the annual meeting last December. Then, came
Harlan’s surprise retirement which meant another change in
the board with an appointment to fill Harlan’s term. On top of
that, we have our first new president since 2008. But with all
the changes, the board remains committed to representing the
interests of Iowa’s landowners and protecting drainage rights.

The Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule was
published in the Federal Register of June 29th meaning it
will actually take effect on August 28th. Soon after publication, 27 states filed suit to block the rule. National ag
associations have also filed suit. They include the American Farm Bureau Federation, National Cattleman’s Beef
Association, National Corn Growers Association and the
National Pork Producers Council.
The rule redefines what constitutes water of the United
States and EPA jurisdiction over those waters. The impact
of the rule remains unclear. Applying the new definitions
will lead to many implementation questions and concerns.
The 27 states actions fall into four separate suits. The
suits vary in their reasoning - some alleging that state
authority over water issues has been usurped, some raising
the issue of the expansive definition of tributary and others
claiming that the rule violates the CWA, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the U.S. Constitution.
(Sadly, as of yet, Iowa is not one of the states contesting
the rule)
EPA and the Corps of Engineers received more than one
million public comments on the rule.

Executive
Director Notes
I did not envision that my second column of 2015 would

talk about much of anything other than the lawsuit filed by
the Des Moines Waterworks. But, sometimes things you did
not expect come out of nowhere to surprise you. Such was
the case when long time IDDA board member and President
Harlan Hansen informed me over lunch one day this spring
that he was planning on retiring from county government so
that he and his wife could spend more time with their family.
We have not had an IDDA board meeting yet since Harlan
retired but it definitely will not be the same without him.
Harlan was on the board when I was hired as Executive
Director in May of 2001. When Ralph Christiansen, Pocahontas County supervisor and IDDA President lost his bid
for re-election, Harlan was elected President. I am incredibly
blessed that I have had only two Presidents in my tenure as
Executive Director and both have been exceptional individuals to work with and for. I will miss Harlan’s calm, common
sense leadership and steadying presence in the President’s
chair. Harlan is the embodiment of the term “public servant.”
There is something to be said of course for leaving on your
own terms. Unfortunately, many politicians find that voters,
for whatever reason tire of them and want new people to take
over. Harlan was able to leave on a high note with an incredible leadership resume – having served not only as President
of IDDA but also as President of ISAC not even to mention
numerous other leadership roles in local and regional groups.
Thank you for your service Harlan. You will definitely be
missed.
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Nitrate facts for farmers

T

he following article was written by Gary Baise, an
attorney in Washington D.C. who served as Chief
of Staff to the first director of the Environmental
Protection Agency. Many of you may remember
that Mr. Baise was the featured speaker at IDDA’s Waters of
the United States meeting last August in Fort Dodge.
Farmers, start arming yourselves with the facts regarding
nitrates. Right now agriculture is losing the battle on the issue
of nitrates and their impact on the public.
For example, on May 1 the Des Moines Water Works advised Iowa citizens that it is “…tapping reserve storage wells
to lower nitrate levels in the water it supplies to central Iowa
customers.” DMWW said it had readings of 14-16.25 parts
per liter which translates to 14-16.25 parts per million (ppm)
of nitrates in the water. Scary stuff!
A place to start in educating oneself is a paper entitled Nutrients in Iowa’s Waters prepared by a former 30-year career
retired environmental engineer at the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources. He provides facts for Iowa farmers which
are missing from the news media. The paper notes nitrates are
found in vegetables, fruits, grains and cured meat.
DMWW is deeply concerned about 10 ppm daily intake,
the EPA standard. The paper cites a National Research
Council 1995 report that gives a typical daily nitrate intake
by person in the United States. A person drinking low nitrate
water of 5 ppm would intake approximately 146 milligrams
per day on a non-vegetarian diet and surprisingly, because
of high nitrates in vegetables and fruits, the average vegetarian diet would be 268 milligrams per day. Another small fact
ignored by the news media is that there are natural formations
of nitrates within the human body. The paper notes, “The 62
mg/day of endogenous (natural formation) nitrate is not surprising when you consider the roughly 15,000,000 milligrams
of nitrogen in the air a person breathes daily.”
Much is made in the DMWW complaint about high levels
of nitrate in water causing the “Blue Baby Syndrome”
and other health defects. The author writes “The National
Research Council 1995 report stated that there had never
been a death from blue baby syndrome in the United States
attributed to drinking water with less than 50mg/l (50ppm)
of nitrate…the report also states that blue baby syndrome can
even result from endogenous synthesis (natural formation) in
the body of nitrate, absent elevated nitrates in food or water.”
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The NRC also claims, according to the author, “Most cases
of blue baby syndrome are attributed to infant formula mixed
with nitrate-containing well water, food with high-nitrate content fed to infants, or infants who have diarrhea.” So it would
appear that the blue baby syndrome could also be attributed to
nitrate in vegetables and the nitrite, which is naturally formed
in the body at higher levels because of infection.
Another fact that should interest Iowa farmers and farm
organizations: In a 2011 World Health Organization document Nitrate and Nitrite in Drinking Water a guideline of 50
ppm for nitrate is recommended and it goes on to say that
water containing up to 100 mg/l or 100 ppm may be used for
bottle-fed infants. (And Des Moines and EPA want a level
of 10 ppm to protect infants?) The paper even takes on the
allegation that there may be a connection between nitrate and
cancer. Again, quoting the NRC 1995 report, “…there is no
evidence that nitrate itself is a carcinogen.”
EPA, on the other hand, says in its summary of Nitrates and
Nitrites published in 2007, that “Exposure to higher levels
of nitrates or nitrites have been associated with an increased
incidence of cancer in adults, and possible increased incidents
of brain tumors, leukemia, and nose and throat tumors in children in some studies…”. EPA does say it has concluded “…
there was conflicting evidence in the literature as to whether
exposures to nitrates or nitrites are associated with cancer in
adults and in children.” EPA cites itself for this conflicting
evidence.
The author has a section on Iowa citizens’ belief that
their drinking water problems are “…predominately caused
by excessive erosion and over-application of fertilizer and
manure, both the fault of farmers.” This perception, he says,
is “largely inaccurate.” The Des Moines news stories would
have you believe nitrates are a huge problem for Iowa farmers. The paper concludes, in part, “Nitrate is not a widespread
or overall worsening problem in Iowa’s drinking water.”
The paper does allege that discharge from agricultural
drainage tiles is a primary source of nitrates in surface
waters. The author poses an interesting question in suggesting it is silly to protect every drop of water at great cost. The
author says why not just take actions that will keep infants
from being fed high-nitrate water. He notes however “Our
environmental laws do not allow for such a common-sense
approach,…” The former DNR employee finally brings some
facts to the table. Others in Iowa agriculture might want to
get these nitrate facts to the citizens of Iowa. And soon!
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Jumping too soon on water quality report

W

hen officials at the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) recently released a report
showing an increase in impaired waters in the
state, environmental activists dove in headfirst.
Predictably, they claimed that the sky is falling. They
pointed threatening fingers at agriculture. And they trashed
the state’s ground-breaking water improvement strategy, even
though it’s been endorsed by the federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and copied by other states.
But perhaps they jumped in just a little too early.
As Rick Robinson, Iowa Farm Bureau Federation environmental policy advisor, noted in a report, understanding what
causes rivers and streams to be called “impaired” is a complex and subjective process. Impairments, which were up 15
percent over the last report, are not always a good indicator of
water quality issues.
The increase in impaired streams comes primarily from
additional monitoring, including monitoring for what’s called
“indicator” bacteria in small, rural watersheds. And DNR says
it’s getting more data now because people in those watersheds
are stepping up to get better measurements, so they can work
to improve the water.
It doesn’t mean that there are more impaired streams than
before; the report really indicates that Iowa is doing a more
thorough job of water quality monitoring, according to the
DNR. And much of that, Robinson said, is because farmers and others in the watersheds are taking more readings to
determine of what’s going on in the stream so they can figure
out the best way to improve and protect water.
The list of impaired waterways also tends to grow rather
than shrink because once a stream gets on the impaired list,
it’s complicated to take it off no matter how much work is being done to improve water quality, Robinson said.
One of the primary ways to address the impairments is
to gather farmers, landowners and others in a watershed to
draft a watershed improvement plan called total maximum
daily load (TMDL). There are 126 water bodies previously
on the impaired waters list now that have approved TMDL
watershed plans, and are eligible to be removed. The DNR is
currently asking that 73 more be removed for a variety of reasons, such as new data or improvement plans in development.
Another complication with the list is that EPA standard for
indicator bacteria has been set at levels designed for public
swimming, even though beaches are rare to non-existent in
most of these small, very rural watersheds. The DNR says
it’s almost impossible for these watersheds to achieve the
standard. But the agency is doing studies to apply a more appropriate standard.
It’s a slow process and it’s using precious limited state
resources where they might be better used for higher priority
watersheds and impairments.
In the end, it’s clear that the increase in impaired waters has
almost nothing to do with dirtier water, as the activists claim.

Instead, it’s caused by additional monitoring, the application
of an inappropriate water quality standard and the fact that
it’s hard to get waterways off the list once they are on.
The DNR’s impaired waters list, Robinson concludes, underscores the importance of targeted, effective solutions like
Iowa’s water quality initiative, the EPA-endorsed Nutrient
Reduction Strategy. As we continue to see around the state,
more and more farmers are seeking solutions to reduce loss of
fertilizer, save soil and improve water quality. In every farm
meeting these days, conservation is at the top of the agenda.
It’s a lot more than talk; farmers are putting up real money
to improve water quality.
Farmers, along with local co-ops, implement dealers and
others, already combined more than $11.8 million in their
own funding with more than $7.5 million in state money
and are making progress. Research shows that nitrate levels
in Iowa’s streams and rivers have stabilized — and slightly
declined — in recent decades, as this Des Register article
shows.
Making long-term improvements in Iowa’s water quality will require a plan like the state’s water quality initiative
that relies on collaboration, cooperation and investment, as
well as research to find new and promising technologies. It
won’t happen overnight and it’s clear that pointing fingers
and jumping to conclusions without the facts, is only going to
delay real progress. Source – Iowa Farm Bureau Spokesmen

Soil and water are precious resources which
must be properly managed and conserved to
ensure a healthy balance for agriculture and
the environment.
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