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Groups Ask More . . .
Continued from page 3

mental Advocacy, the Prairie Rivers Network and Pub-
lic Employees for Environmental Responsibility.

Source – Phillip Brasher, Des Moines Register �

Clean Water Act Proposed 
Changes Spike Controversy

Congress is still considering the 
idea of changing the defi ni-
tion of “waters of the United States” in the 

federal Clean Water Act by taking out the terms “navi-
gable waters” and replacing it “waters of the United 
States” (see companion article in the Volume 2, 2007 
newsletter).

The impact of such a change would mean that 
every county would have to get a Clean Water Act 
permit for any project that would impact the newly 
defi ned “waters of the United States.” Under the Con-
gressional proposal—H.R. 2421—the new defi nition 
would include “all waters subject to the ebb and fl ow 
of the tide, the territorial seas, and all interstate and 
intrastate waters and their tributaries including lakes, 
rivers, streams, mudfl ats, sandfl ats, wetlands, sloughs, 
prairie potholes, wet meadows, playa lakes, natural 
ponds, and all impoundments of the foregoing . . .”

IDDA has gone on record in opposition to the leg-
islation. Now, other groups are starting to take notice 
too. The September issue of the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association newsletter says that the “NCBA is 
strongly urging Congress to oppose any efforts to 
expand the Clean Water Act” and calls it “a huge land 
grab on the part of the federal government.”

In a lead editorial published in the September issue 
of the Iowa Farm Bureau “Spokesman,” Bob Stallman, 
president of the American Farm Bureau, notes that 
“don’t be fooled by the legislation’s title. It may say 
‘restoration,’ but it’s not. It is an expansion of the fed-
eral government’s arm into the majority of landown-
ers’ property across the country. If passed, the results 

would be broad and signifi -
cant. The legislation is not well 
defi ned. This creates an open 
invitation for the courts to de-
fi ne which activities should be 
regulated. Agriculture is wear-
ing a bull’s eye.” 

Farm Bureau notes that 
for a “streamlined” version 
of a permit that would cover 
basic regulations, the waiting 
period is 313 days with a cost 
of $29,000. An individual permit, which could apply 
broadly to many agricultural landowners, takes an 
average of 788 days to obtain with a cost of $271,000. 
Currently, the backlog for permits is 15,000–30,000 ap-
plications.  

“This red-taped method of government will be 
both burdensome and expensive for landowners. 
Further, the expanded reach would not only pre-empt 
traditional state and local authority, it would alter the 
balance between federal and state powers. The federal 
government’s reach will literally be in all of our back-
yards.”

In an article in the June 21 issue of “Landowner,” 
the legislation is called a stealth attack over the regula-
tion of your land. “Basically, this ‘clarifi cation‘ means 
that if it puddles, it’s under the Clean Water Act.” 

Also, according to that issue of ”Landowner,” the 
U.S. EPA and Army Corps of Engineers recently issued 
joint guidance to their fi eld offi ces to address some of 
the regulatory concerns that have been raised by the 
U.S. Supreme Court. According to the guidance, the 

agencies will regulate three classes of wa-
ters. They will:

1. Continue to regulate “traditionally 
navigable waters,” including all rivers and 
other waters that are large enough to be 

used by boats that transport commerce and any wet-
lands adjacent to such waters;

2. Continue to regulate “non-navi-
gable tributaries that are relatively per-
manent and wetlands that are physically 
connected to these tributaries,” and

3. Continue to regulate on a case-by-
case basis for other tributaries and adja-
cent wetlands that have certain charac-

teristics that signifi cantly affect traditionally navigable 
waters.

IDDA has written letters to the Iowa Congressio-
nal Delegation asking them to oppose the bill. So far, 
no Iowa congressmen are listed as co-sponsors of the 
legislation. �
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State EPC to Study Biofuel’s Impact

As Iowa’s renewable fuel industry grows, 
this state must decide whether policies are 
needed to lessen the industry’s impact on 

natural resources says an Iowa State water quality ex-
pert. Rick Cruse, director of the Iowa Water Center at 
ISU, told the Environmental Protection Commission 
(EPC) at its August meeting that the state’s quest to be-
come the renewable energy capital of the world could 
challenge soil and water conservation efforts.

“If it’s done inappropriately, the state might look 
like the Saudi Arabian desert, with an empty oil fi eld 
underneath,” Cruse said. Cruse notes that federal 
policy makers have set a goal to replace thirty percent 
of all liquid fuels in the United States with renewable 
fuels made from corn, soybeans, crop residues and 
other biomass by the year 2030. Proposed efforts to 
boost renewable-energy production have created ex-
citement in rural communities and in the “halls of Wall 
Street” about the economic development opportuni-
ties, Cruse said.

But Cruse added, “When money talks, natural 
resources have little voice” regarding the growth of 
the renewable fuels industry. He cautioned that the 
removal of corn stalks as a feedstock for the next 
generation of renewable-fuels production, cellulosic 
ethanol, could create more soil erosion and runoff into 
waterways. “The plant residues that are required for 
bioenergy use are also required for soil and water con-
servation,” Cruse said. “We need to decide how much 
crop residue removal is too much.” Cruse suggested 
that the state encourage the production of renewable 
fuels from multiple sources of biomass, including 
switchgrass, wood pulp, corn grain and various crop 
residues. 

Decentralized processing at multiple locations will 
help reduce the demands for transport and storage of 
the large loads of biomass needed for the production 
of the next-generation renewable fuels, Cruse added. 
“The question is how do we balance our energy needs, 
fi nancial interests, and soil and water conservation 
goals?” Cruse said. “This is where the policy needs to 
be focused.”

Advisory Committee
Following Cruse’s presentation, EPC Commission-

er Charlotte Hubbell of Des Moines recommended 
that the EPC establish an advisory committee to look 
into the ethanols industry’s impact on the environ-
ment. Hubbell expressed concern that the EPC doesn’t 
have rules governing how to deal with ethanol-related 
environmental issues as state policy.

However, EPC Chair Darrell Hanson of Manches-

ter questioned whether the EPC should use its regula-
tory authority to change how the ethanol industry is 
developing. Added EPC Commissioner Paul Johnson 
of Decorah: “Does anyone have legitimate authority 
to question or shape the course of the industry as it 
affects the environment?”

The EPC plans to continue its ethanol production 
discussion at future meetings.

Source – Iowa Farm Bureau Spokesman �

IDDA 
Web Site

At the IDDA 
board of 
d i r e c t o r s 

meeting in August, 
members approved a 
budget amendment 
that would allow 
IDDA to develop its 

own Web site. Board members will hear a progress re-
port on the site at their October meeting. According to 
IDDA executive director John Torbert, it is hoped that 
the Web site can be up and running by the end of the 
year. The fi rst year budgeted cost for Web site develop-
ment and hosting is $1,430. �
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Louisiana Wetlands—
Why Should Iowa Care?

Louisiana’s coastal wetlands are disappear-
ing, but do Iowans care? They should. The 
economic future of America’s heartland is 

tied in many ways to America’s river—the Mississip-
pi—and ultimately the health of America’s wetlands. 
As the wetlands erode, so do fi ve of the nation’s fi fteen 
largest ports. These ports aid in the transportation of 
millions of tons of Iowa corn, soybeans, cereal grains 
and oilseeds to buyers worldwide and deliver hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in iron, steel and chemicals 
back to Iowa.

But, despite its critical importance to Iowa and to 
the nation, we are allowing twenty-fi ve to thirty-fi ve 
square miles of Louisiana coast to wash away each 
year. Every thirty-eight minutes, we lose an area of 
wetland large enough to fi ll a football fi eld. 

Not only do Louisiana’s wetlands feed the Iowa 
economy, they are also vital to the national economy, 
ecological sustainability, and domestic energy security. 
In addition to sustaining ports in the Mississippi delta, 
the wetlands protect against severe storms, such as 
Hurricane Katrina.

Wetlands create 
natural levees. But their 
degeneration draws pop-
ulated and commercial 
areas closer and closer to 
the coastline. In fact, some 
scientists say that, had 
Hurricane Katrina struck 
50 years ago, wetlands would have lessened the surge 
that reached New Orleans by as much as fi ve to ten 
feet. 

In Louisiana’s coastal wetlands, ecology and en-
ergy share the same interests. The coast is ecologically 
invaluable as it houses seventy-nine rare, threatened, 
or endangered species and over four million winter-
ing waterfowl. Simultaneously, it protects a network 
of pipelines and refi neries without which America 
would lose approximately thirty percent of its oil and 
natural gas. As our wetlands disappear, their ecologi-
cal and economic signifi cance disappears with them. 

From America’s heartland to America’s wetland, 
we must all join forces to save Louisiana’s coast. Ex-
isting levees along the Mississippi are blocking sedi-
ments and nutrients that the river would naturally 
deposit in the delta to compensate for rapid coastal 
erosion and subsidence. Instead, a growing hypoxia 

or dead zone the size of New Jersey had emerged in 
the Gulf. Chemical, agricultural and industrial runoff 
has amassed there because levees separate it from wet-
lands that could diffuse the toxic river wash. 

The America’s Wetland Foundation recently vis-
ited Dubuque with Louisiana offi cials and community 
leaders from Women of the Storm to explain what we 
all have in common and how wetland loss impacts the 
Iowa and world economy. Iowa policy leaders were 
briefed on the efforts to save the wetlands so that to-
gether, we can develop a sustainable and productive 
coast.

Working in conjunction with scientists and ex-
perts across the nation, Louisiana has developed a 
master plan to save America’s wetland. It proposes a 
comprehensive systemwide approach to restoring the 
Mississippi’s natural sediment deposits and replen-

ishing the wetlands. The 
Louisiana legislature re-
cently appropriated $200 
million to the execution 
of the master plan after 
voters passed two consti-
tutional amendments that 
protected federal dollars 
in a trust reserved for 

restoration.
In Congress, we are brought together by the fate 

of The Water Resources Development Act, which the 
president has threatened to veto. The bill contains 
provisions to secure areas vital to Iowa commerce, and 
it prevents the erosion of the wetland’s value to the 
nation.

If you love the great river or if you are a farmer or 
conservationist, a tradesman or wildlife enthusiast, if 
you pay an electricity bill or buy gas, you depend on 
the wetlands. Louisiana needs help from Iowa and 
from the rest of the United States, especially those 
who depend on the Mississippi River system, to re-
store America’s wetland and all it offers

Source – the preceding editorial was written by R. King 
Milling, chairman of the board of America’s Wetland Foun-

dation. It is reprinted from the 9/17/2007 
Des Moines Register. �

”
“From America’s heartland to 

America’s wetland, we must all join 

forces to save Louisiana’s coast.
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Waterways is a quarterly publication of the Iowa 
Drainage District Association. Comments can be 

directed to the association at:

Iowa Drainage District Association
3775 EP True Parkway, #124
West Des Moines, IA 50265

515/221-1961 (phone)
515/225-1504 (fax)
515/707-7451 (cell)

jtorbertidda@mchsi.com

“Working for the mutual protection and benefi t 
of Iowa Drainage Districts”

President Ralph Christiansen
 Pocahontas County Supervisor
Vice President Harlan Hansen
 Humboldt County Supervisor
Board Members Myron Amdahl
 Wright County Supervisor
 Ken Chalstrom
 Clay County Supervisor 
 Phil Condon
 Webster County Supervisor
 Don McGregor
 Kossuth County Supervisor
 Ron Smith
 Emmet County Supervisor
Staff Julie Fridolfson
 IDDA Secretary/Treasurer
 Donald Etler, P.E.
 Consultant/Advisor
 John T. Torbert, CAE
 Executive Director

Iowa/Iowa/
Minnesota Minnesota 

ForumForum
Annual Iowa/Minnesota Annual Iowa/Minnesota 

Drainage Forum Drainage Forum 
Tuesday, November 27Tuesday, November 27

Ames, IowaAmes, Iowa

According to Dr. Matt Helmers at ISU, the agenda 

is still under development but the planning topics 

include hypoxia reassessment, bioeconomy impacts 

of drainage water quality and other emerging 

drainage research topics. Once the agenda and 

registration details are available, it will be emailed 

to IDDA member county auditors.

Additional information can be found at:

http://www3.abe.http://www3.abe.

iastate.edu/agdrainageiastate.edu/agdrainage

/index/html/index/html

Annual Conference Agenda Announced

The IDDA Annual Conference will be held on 
Friday, December 7, at the Starlight Hotel in 
Fort Dodge. The agenda for the conference 

is as follows.

7:45 a.m. Registration Opens
8:30 a.m. IDDA Annual Business Meeting
9:15 a.m. Dean Lemke, director of 

Water Resources, Iowa Dept. 
of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship; “SAB Hypoxia 
Report and What It Means for 
Production Agriculture in Iowa”

10:15 a.m. Dr. Matt Helmers, Iowa State 
University; “Potential Yield 
Impacts of Improved Drainage”

11:00 a.m. Mark Lindfl ott, state biologist, 
NRCS; “The Mini-mitigation 
Bank and How It Could Help 
Large-scale Drainage Projects”

11:30 a.m. Sponsor Presentations
12:00 p.m. Buffet Lunch
12:45 p.m. Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 

Bill Northey 
1:30 p.m. Adjourn



PMB 124, 3775 E.P. TRUE PARKWAY
WEST DES MOINES, IA 50206

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 21
LAURENS, IA

Please use one registration form for each person attending. Registration cost is $35 for IDDA members and $45 for non-
members. Registration fee includes morning coffee and rolls, noon meal, all conference handouts and conference gift 
item. Speakers and some sponsors are exempt from the registration fee. On-site registration will also be available.
Registration refund requests must be in writing. 

Send check, warrant or money order to:
Julie Fridolfson, IDDA Secretary Treasurer, Humboldt County Auditor’s Offi ce

PO Box 100 • Dakota City, IA 50529
Questions? Contact IDDA Executive Director John Torbert at 515/221-1961 or jtorbertidda@mchsi.com

Please return registration form no later than December 2 (if possible) for purposes of meal count.

Unattributed Wisdom

“If you change the way you look at things, the things you look at change.”

IDDA Annual Meeting – Friday December 7, 2007 
Starlight Village Hotel • Ft. Dodge, Iowa

Name

County/Company

Address

Phone     E-mail

ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION FORM


